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JACK HAKMAN

Jack Hakman joined WMAQ-TV in 1966 as Art Director.  The Art Department at that 
time designed sets, costumes and graphics for the entire station operation.  Before 
joining Channel 5, he was Art Director at WBBM-TV.  Jack designed many of the sets 
for shows produced by WMAQ-TV, both local and network, running the gamut from 
news sets to musical variety shows, awards shows and made-for-TV films.  He won 
three Emmys for his work at the station.

Jack’s design credits are too numerous to list, but they include working on these 
memorable shows:  NBC News, network and local;  the Today Show;  Meet the Press;  

City Desk;  various Bob Hope specials;  Steve Dahl’s Not For Midgets Only; three holiday specials for 
Kukla, Fran and Ollie --- Tis the Season to be Ollie, Happy Birthday Buelah Witch, and Crisis at the Egg 
Plant;  Kidding Around, an award-winning series for children;  the annual Emmy Awards programs;  Mo-
ment of Rage and Crime of Innocence, two 90-minute dramas in WMAQ-TV’s Chicago Playwright’s Series;  
Morning Call hosted by Tony Randall;  $100,000 Fortune Hunt which aired on WGN-TV;  Chicago Bears 
Weekly and Pro Football Weekly;  NBC Salutes Chic Chicago;  and Royko at Best.

In addition to creating sets and costumes for television, Jack has designed for the theatre.  His work 
includes sets for two productions at the New York City Opera, Puccini’s Tosca and Mozart’s Marriage of 
Figaro.  He has worked on various projects for the Lyric Opera of Chicago, the Ivanhoe Theatre and the 
Happy Medium, as well as doing design work at the Sierra Madre Playhouse in Sierra Madre, California.

Jack designed and supervised the renovation and restoration of the Midland Hotel in Chicago.  He created 
the logo for the Harris Theatre of Music and Dance in Millennium Park and he is credited with designing 
various Chicago area restaurants including the Paradise Island Disco and Molly’s Parlor at the Palmer 
House.  Currently Jack is designing residential interiors.

ROBERT H. JORDAN, JR., Ph.D.

Robert H. Jordan, Jr., is a weekend anchor for WGN-TV’s News at Nine. He also 
produces, writes and reports stories for the weekday and weekend news.  Bob’s 
prestigious journalism career has spanned over 30 years and has showcased his 
exceptional writing and verbal communications skills.  After serving in the United 
States Army as a surgical assistant, Bob began his broadcast adventure in 1970 at 
WSM-TV in Nashville, Tennessee.  In 1973, he joined WGN-TV as a general assign-
ment reporter and an anchor for the One O’clock News. 

In 1978, Bob left WGN for a network spot at CBS News.  He covered stories for the 
nightly news with Walter Cronkite until 1980 when he returned to his WGN home.  Bob expanded on his 
reporting duties by producing, writing and reporting documentaries and news series.  His documentary 
credits include: The Atlanta Child Murders; The Barnevelde Tornado, which examined the overnight de-
struction of a Wisconsin town; and The Price of Dignity, which exposed ruthless tactics within the funeral 
industry.  

When not wearing his WGN anchor/reporter hat, Bob is involved in a variety of other endeavors.  He has 
served as a co-anchor for News Odyssey, a religious news program on The Hallmark Television Network. 
He also is co-executive producer and host of Sowing Seeds, a show produced by Jordan’s television 
production company, Jordan and Jordan Communications, Inc.  Bob has two screenplays to his credit, 
Anthony’s Key and Multi-Man. He also has written articles for the Chicago Tribune, including an award-
ing winning article on surviving prostate cancer.  An active participant in the community, Bob serves on 
the Board of Directors of several local organizations including The Safer Foundation, The Night Ministry, 
Project Exploration and the John G. Shedd Aquarium. He also sits on the DePaul School of Education’s 
advisory board and the Salvation Army advisory board.

Bob, who is a scuba diver and plays the French horn, earned his undergraduate degree from Roosevelt 
University, a Master’s degree from Northeastern Illinois University and a Ph.D. in Educational Leadership 
& Policy Studies from Loyola University in Chicago.  A native of Atlanta, Georgia, Bob and his wife, Sha-
ron, have one daughter, Karen, who is a weekend news anchor for WLS-TV in Chicago.  Karen’s husband 
Christian Farr is a reporter for WTTW, PBS in Chicago.


